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A practitioner network to strengthen flood resilience in the Danube region

The Danube River Region Resilience Exchange network (DAREnet) is an EU H2020 project
which began in September 2017 and is set to run until the end of August 2022. Its main
objective is to support flood management practitioners across the EU Danube River region.
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ifferent stakeholders from a num-
D ber of disciplines, including policy,

industry and research, will be ap-
proached to deepen and broaden their
collaboration in the fields of research,
development and innovation (RDI) relat-
ed to civil protection. DAREnet’s prime
objective is to build an international
community of practitioners, operating
in a network of civil protection organiza-
tions. Practitioners are already working
together to identify and analyze relevant
innovation gaps and then translate these
gaps into a coherent joint innovation
strategy that will improve flood resil-
ience synergies in all riparian countries.

A key project objective is to form flood

management practitioners networks in
the region to advance flood resilience.
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This can include flood management
planning at basin level with harmonized
risk assessment, the extension of the
coverage of the European Flood Aware-
ness System (EFAS) system to the whole
Danube river basin, or the strengthening
of operational cooperation and improve-
ment of the interoperability of assets.

The project will seek to find solutions to
enhance flood disaster mitigation at all
levels of intervention. These include iden-
tifying key challenges and measures to
be taken at both local and member state
(MS) level with direct bi-/multi-lateral as-
sistance between neighboring countries.

Another key objective for DAREnet is
the creation of a regularly updated RDI
Roadmap highlighting innovation oppor-

Participants include agencies ministries, universi-
ties and SMEs, all of which are active in the fields
of civil protection, safety and crisis management.
The total budget of the project is 3,500,000 Euro
and is fully funded within the Horizon 2020 re-
search and innovation programme under grant
agreement No. 740750.

Six pillars
DAREnNet has six pillars to support the mission’s
objectives:

& Collaborative: enabling innovation as a col-
lective grass-root process steered by practi-
tioners

& Continuous: encompassing all the countries
of the Danube River Region

® Inclusive: enabling an equal dialogue be-
tween all kinds of practitioners

6 Open: integrating input from external
key-stakeholders from academia and indus-
try, as well as other flood risk regions

& Solidarity: in the spirit of the Principle of Sol-
idarity promoted by the ICPDR

& Sustainable: setting a framework for contin-
uous, long-term collaboration long after the
project ends

Project partners:

Federal Agency for Technical Relief Germany,
ICPDR, Red Cross Austria, International Security
and Emergency Management Institute Slovakia,
Hungarian Civil Protection Society Hungary, Na-
tional Protection and rescue Directorate Croatia,
Sector for emergency Management, MOI Serbia,
APELL National Center for Disaster Management
Romania, Directorate General Fire Safety and Civ-
il Protection, Mol Bulgaria, ITTI Poland, University
of Belgrade Serbia, German Aerospace Center
Germany, Stad Geel Belgium, ARTTIC France

Projects like DAREnet offer great
opportunities to practitioners to not only
network and exchange ideas, but also
communicate their needs and directly
contribute to future initiatives searching
for better solutions. In this way, resilience
towards floods can be improved in an

tunities to cope with new flood manage-
ment challenges linked to environmental
and societal changes in the Danube River
Basin. The Roadmap will be the result of
the systematic assessment and prioritiza-
tion of promising innovations, including
standardization, to enable the develop-
ment of common capabilities. The RDI
Roadmap will also form the basis for con-
crete innovation initiatives, which are prac-
titioner-driven and “bottom-up”, thereby
building a unique portfolio of joint innova-
tion concepts for the Danube River Basin.

In order to achieve a sustainable impact,
DAREnet will draw upon synergies from
the modules and facilities of the EU Civil
Protection Mechanism (EUCPM) and the
regional strategies for flood prevention
and risk management of the ICPDR and
the EU Strategy for the Danube Region

(EUSDR). DAREnet intends to promote
the RDI Roadmap and Portfolio to political
key-stakeholders at national, regional and
European levels and will also develop insti-
tutional options to ensure the continuity of
the DAREnet innovation process long after
the project has come to an end.

The DAREnet consortium will form the
backbone of a transnational, multi-disci-
plinary network. One organization from
each MS involved in the project will act
as a front-end partner (DAREnet National
Contact; DNC) for its respective national
network of practitioners, policy makers,
researchers, academics and stakeholders
from industry sectors. These DNCs will co-
ordinate input and output in collaboration
with the rest of the DAREnet consortium,
to and from the correspondents in their
respective national networks. Creating the

efficient and sustainable way.
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environment for a more articulated and
coordinated uptake of innovative solutions
among practitioners from different disci-
plines who already often find themselves
working together to deal with major crises
is seen as yet another of the project’s pri-
orities. The creation of synergies with al-
ready established European, national and
sub-national networks of practitioners is
intended to provide a safer, more secure
environment for the people living in the
Danube River Basin.

Read more:
http://darenetproject.eu/

Christian J. llling is the Project Coordinator of
the DAREnet project. He is employed at the
Staff Unit at the Headquarter of the German
Federal Agency for Technical Relief.
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